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Edikors Ghatter

Good to be back again, evenifit’s
only takingto you fromthispage.
Last reminder time is here.

| am sureyou haveit writtenin
your diaries by now and engaved
in stonein the shack wall. Our next
mesting after the October one, is
on theSecond Tuesday of
November and al the meetings
after that. It is for an experimentd
year to seeif it will help thosethat
can't makethefirst Tuesday of the
month. By theway, no one
contacted usto say it wasn't
convenient for them on the second
Tuesday. So wedon’'t want to hear
anyonesaying‘its no good on the
second Tuesday as | have other
commitments!” So looks like we
will have abumper turn out this
coming meeting. Come early to get
aseat!

Fromdl of the SDRS

Thank You to Bob. That’s right,
our Bob from Bedford has done it
again! Besides givingup ahuge
chunk of hisfamily holiday in
Wey mouth thisyear to help out
with lighthouse weekend and
attended the meeting prior to the
event, he has now donated alaptop
computer for use a gecia events
and contests. Words fail me (that’s
afirst!) Thanks Bob and al his
family from al the radio society.
Your letters to the Catswhisker are
away s welcome and will be
printed, so don't jug think about it,
Doiit!

Those of you tha
would liketo get
involved with some
contest work or learn
abit about it should
contact Richard M 5RIC who has
been very busy of late and doing
very well, but needs help asit’sa
team effort to dage these events.
Some of the contests that he
intends entering for theradio
society are:

Sun 5 October - 21/28 SSB

Sat/Sun 8/9 November - WAE RTTY
Sat/Sun 13/14 December - ARRL 10M

Also, some of these events have
been staged frommy QTH andthe
last one caused some problemsto
the tdephones around this areal
Too many to sort ourselves, so if
you know of an areawherewe can
takethe clubs trailer mast for a
weekend sometimes, pleaselet a
member of the committee know.
This would be ahuge help.

Our next meetingon Tuesday 7th
October is again goingto beavery
interesting one and a one-off talk.
Entitled,

Submarine Communications by
Paul Hawkins G4KHU. Paul is
havingto travel quitealong
distanceto present thisto us, so
please lend your support, | know
you will find it quite fascinating.
OK, till the next time friends, keep
theinformation flowingin.
\J\ff_-.'bilg-\{
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Irnternnational Liglhtship & j_
Ligldlouse Weeleend

August 16th & 17th Full Report

4™ Glass
Feet up again with a glass of wine. It’ sthe usual
picture after thelnternaional Lighthouse /
Lightship Weekend. Ancther successful event and
well worth theeffort. Thisevent | had decided to
makethe shack morevidtor friendly, so afew
ground rules were dreamt up.
-1 No ones back will be presated to vistors when
enteringthe door.
2 Theremust be something for the vistorsto

look & / do whilg visting.
3 Thereshould be leafles/ information for them to take away.
4 Reduce thenoise generaed withintheroom.

Afte some discussion & Neville s shack, the idea of apresataion running on aPC
informing of what is going on. A PowerPoint presentation was made with pictures and
sounds of thestaions, explanaion of the event and ather information on howto
become aradio amaeur.

Friday, Richard(M5RIC), Bob (M3DPQ) and myself gained accessestothe Nothe Fort
toeredtheaerials. 3.5 & 7 MHz neged dipole 14,21,28 MHz trapped dipole and an
11 eleament beam for 144 MHz on arotator.

Saturday and everyonearrived a thefort (including Rob Micklewright G3MY M from
Yeovil) for adays operaing. TheHF (High Frequency) bands were nat in very good
shape s0 | did some searching for other lighthouses/lightships, Richad started RTTY
(Radio T eletype). Not much operaing was done as acontinuous stream of onlookers
vidtedthe shack. They watched the pressntaion, asked questions, ligenedto the
operaors(using a second sa of headphones) and took leafletsaway. The 144MHz
saion developed aproblem which was sorted ou and some limited operaing ensued.
Takingto one amaeur on 144MHz dter telling him my name and QT H (where |
lived) ask if | did archery. | subsequently found ou tha he was an old archery friend
and quite along contact ensued. The Morsekey, perhaps something to develop a
future events, generaed alot of intereg?

Sunday all arrived for hopefully better band conditions. Clive (G3XI1G) from
Dorcheste helped out alongwith Alex (G3KKJ). Richad on RTTY, Jon (G2FHF)
USB and Alex/Clive on CW (Cortinuous Wave). Sill thesteady gream of vistors
enteredthe shadk asking questions, watching the presentation, ec. T hecontadts were
coming thick and fag. The DSP on the 870 was working ovatimeto reduce the QRM
(interference from other staions) and several small pile-ups developed. At about 16:00
hrs (local) the shack was dismantled and 16:30 hrsthemain gaion closed.

S thereaults:

FREQUENCY (MHz)

No. COUNTRIES

WORKED
7 10
14 27
21 40
28 5
144

Summary:

357 contads,

46 different countries,

14 lighthouses/Light ships.

Many thanksto (in alphabetical order):
Alex (G3KKJ) CW andPR.

Bob (M3DPQ) giving up hisholiday
and putting the daion up.

Clive (G3X1G) opeaing, logging and
packing up.

Graham (2E1GOQ) operaing, logging and packing up.

Jon (G2FHF) supplying equipment, operaing and padking up.

Neville (M5NEV) for assstancewith the PowerPoint presentation and PR.

Richard (M5RIC) supplying equipment, puting up, taking down andopeaing.
Rob Micklewright (G3MY M) PR and CW. The Nothe Fort for supplyingthevenue.
QingiQ for the loan of the projector and screens.

Not forgetting all those who visited duringthe wonderful weekend. Thanks.

Fayre Shootynge

Mak M5SMKW (GBOPBL Saion / QS Manager )

Left: Rob Micklewright showsa
handful of interestedvistorspart of the
saion.

Right One of our younger vistorson
holiday from Redhill Qurry, enjoys
expeaimenting with the Morsekey.

Bottom left: Richard M5RIC working
on of the HF g&ions. The ound
proofing boards doubled up as part of

the display.



PIC?

A very enlightening evening was spent with Paul (GOODP) from Poole Radio
Society. Paul isakeen condrudor of QRPtransceiver' s. The subject of histalk is
about those“ Black Boxes’ Programmable Intelligent Controlles (PI1C's). Paul
has congructed several projed using these PIC. Wha isfird required isthe
progranming interface. Thisisetched onto aPCB (Printed Circuit Board) which
can be donea Neville' and the gopropriae components bought/scrounged. The
PIC sodke isazero insertion force ocket (they havea leaver to holdthechip in
place). Hisfird main projea using aPIC was a frequency counter. By hisown
admission heexpressed tha hethought it would not work. But he built it out of
spare parts from rallies, downloaded the programme off theng and programmed
thePIC. Worked firg time! Next was a Morsekeye and other projedsaeinthe
pipeline. Several ideas for projeds areavailableon theIntemet.

The circuits are quite smple asthe external componatsarevey fewin number.
Asblack box technology isforever moving on these are available on the web,
some are even fred 1!

S giveit agolikePaul and the Condructor' s Cup could be yourd

Many thanksto Paul for 4andingin & very short noticeto produce avery
interegingtalk. It took myself back to my college daysprogrammingthe Z80 and
the MCH1 family. AsPaul’ s message said “ He who knows PIC' s’

If youthink you could talk about a subject. Contact one of the committee
members, — ’-'{

Paul (GOODP) during his fascinaingtalk and demongration.

Government Health Warning
Amateur Radio Can Be Harmful To Your Health!

Asthepresent editor of ‘Caswhisker’ it is my sad duty to inform al
members of the South Dorset Radio Society tha dueto family and health
reasons | am beingforced to give up the post of editor from April 2004.

Atthenext AGM | will betendering my resignation as editor.

This | will miss terribly, but have been told to cut back on anythingthat is
in any way stressful. Gettingyour ‘ Catswhisker’ out on time and looking
somethinglike anewsletter can at times be quite atask. Therefore | have
had to make the decision to either stop wha | am doing herein Wyke
Regis with the training facilities or stop producing the * Catswhisker’.

I will then of course be ableto put alittle more effort into makingthe
premises here alot more user friendly and hopeto accommodate more
training sessions and construction evenings next year.

Thank youto every one who has supported me by sending articles etc. for
inclusion. Without your help the * Catswhisker’ could never be produced in
thefirst place.

With 6 months notice of my intertions | hope that we can find a
replacement for the editors position.

Best wishestoyou al and regrets Neville M 5SNEV

Please Note: Thisistheonly mention | will giveuntil | resign a the AGM

NOTHE FORT
ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEERSREQUIRED
RESEARCHERSINTO
VICTORIAN PERIOD

Paul Mery ARTIFACTS&USEFUL

Founder/President: Nothe Fort Museum of

Chai WR it t INFORMATION OF THE Coastal Dden(E,
airpea son/Recruitment: PERIOD
onica Donohoe: Barrack Road,
01305816222 Weymouh Dorset
Secretary/Treasurer:
Card Hodge)s/: 01305 820400 DT48UF
GungCannor/Drill Advisor: 01305 76_6626
Robert Hodges: Interesting
01305820400 Formed February2000 Rewarding & Fun




Silent Key Sale

Of the late John GANTS
All enquiriesto Kris G1BJN

Phillips & Commodore monitors Qty 3 £20
Stand alone cd drive for Amiga £offers
Amiga 600 “ “
Amiga 1200

Amiga 500 “ “
Amiga 500 stand alone hard disk “ “
Brother HL1030 laser printer £50
Brother HL1040 laser printer £50
Yaesu G450C rotator (new) £280
Yaesu FT736R Quad Band Base Station 6m,2m,70cm,23cm £1000
Yaesu MD1 Base Station Microphone £40
Various 70cms atv rx/tx pcbs assembled £offers
Welz antenna change over coaxial switch £20
Yupiteru MVT 7100 scanner £149
Tas Payroll Manager accounting software unused £50
Tas Books accounting software unused £50
EME UHF/SHF 430MHz - 2.4GHz swr/power meter (cost £500) £350
Welz swr/pwr meter HF thru 23cms £50
Calscope hobby oscilloscope £30
Camlink Vision 1000 Digital Vision Mixer £50
Echostar SR50 £30
ACT alv special effects generator £40
Worthing 23cms tx boxed with antenna change over relay £100
Yaesu YC500E Frequency Counter £30
Optoelectronics 100MHz - 2.4GHz handie frequency counter £40
Cropredy atv test card generator £25
SSB Electronics DCW15B Preamp and Sequencer (cost £200) £120
Dove atv rx, boxed £30

Yaesu FT4700R Dual Band Mobile (panel lights not working, but very easy fix) £175

TFT video monitorintended for professional cctv installation engineer, new unused
£150

Otherminor items available.

ALL enquiriestoKrisG1BIJN 077 888 26530 or 01626 854113

Please Note: Some ofthe above items may have been sold prior to this publication.

The RSGB Today

On the evening of 14 November Barry Scarisbrick, who is the RSGB
Regiona M anager for the South West regon, will be comingto giveatak
on "The RSGB today" towhich al locd clubs are invited.

There have been more changes in amateur radio over thelast twoyears than
in the previous decade, so this will be an opportunity, nat only to hear about
them from someone directly involved but aso to put your quesions about
where we are going next Depending on numbers atendingit will be held
ether a the Flight Refue ling clubhouse in Wimborne or a Pelhams
Community Centrein Kinson.

| should be grateful if you would gvethe meeting publicity inyour club and
try to let me have an estimate, by the end of next month, of how many
members arelikdy to turn up.

As Deputy Regond manager for Dorset | am hopingto arrange a
prog-anme of visitsto dl the clubsin Dorset totak about the new
Foundation and Intermediate li cences and how they can be used to introduce
newcomers into the hobby. Please let me know of any dates freein your
events cadendar if you would like such avisit.

73 de Phil GOKKL

If you intent to attend, please let any committee member know A.S.A.P.

- Cooknell
Electronics Ltd

Office Workstations
Multimedia Computers

I.j J persanal senace |_'_, nietwedriing
e suppoit & backup H supplias

TEL: 01305 779922 AT

computersi@cooknell-electronics.co.uk
| 17 Cambridge Road, Granby Industrial Estate, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9T]




DIGITAL CAMERA PRACTICAL TIPS

When doing arepair or construction, do you usually end up with
more bits than you started with? Do you have to dismantleit all again
to fit the leftovers in their rightful places? We know all about it, don't
we?

Well, help is at hand if you are one of the increasing users of digital
cameras.

They are fine, for recording events and items in a collection, etc.

But | often use mine for much more functional applications - making
an image of something I'mworking on before it is changed, or to help
work out a problem.

Thewiring in this (insert picture here) ancient radio was conplicated
to work out, with three double-wound coils and a lot of soldered
connections to a busbar. To help me draw acircuit diagram| pictured
the inside of the set and printed the image. As | worked out the wire
connections using an Avometer (including reading resistances) | was
able to over-colour the wire lines on theprint with highlighters and
eventually managed to unravel the mystery.

When | wanted to change an Octal valve holder (Insert pichere) |
made a written note of components attached to its pins, but backed
this up with digital images seen fromat least two directions.

There would be many other applications of the same technique -
working on an engine, or even the cards inside a computer. I'msure
you can think of others - if you haven't doneso already! Authors
have resorted to this technique for years, but with a digital camera
and a computer it has become an immediate aide memoire for
anybody.

J. Rose. M0OBQO

Pictures
DIGITAL CAMERA
PRACTICAL TIPS

Left: Theback of an
old radio
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Right:
Theunderside of an
ECH35 vave.

Your letters are dway s welcome and should reach the editor before
the cut-off dateprinted on the back page of every ‘ Catswhisker’

Thanks once againto Mikeof M B Freight
for assistingwith theprinting of the * Catswhisker’

MB FREIGHT SERVICES

International Freight Forwarders

Td: (01305) 787833

Fax: (01305 ) 787832
E-mail at:

mike@mbfreight.gb.com




FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Our next meeting!
Still the first Tuesday of the month.
October the 7th. Chickerel Church Hall 7:30 for 8pm.
Submarine Communications by

Paul Hawkins G4AKHU
Refreshments avail abl e during the evening.
Open to anyoneinterested in the subject.

Please fed freeto drop in and pay us a visit.
October 19

The Blackwood & District Amateur Radio Society are holdingtheir raly at

the Newport Centre, Newport, one mile from Junction 25A of theM 4 Junc-
tion 26 when travelling West to East. Doors open at 1045 (1030 for disabled
visitors), admission is £1.50. Therewill beafree car park, Bring & Buy,
Tak-in, trade stands, specidist interest groups, bar, catering, disabled facili-
ties and araffle. For more detalls contact D. Lewis GW6GW, 23 Gelligroes
Road, Pontllanfraith, Blackwood, Gwent NP12 2JU.

27 October 2003 London Radio & Electronics Rally Paul, MOCJX
01737 279108 Mail: mOcjx@lineone.net

November 2

TheSouth Yorkshire Repeater Group presentsits 13th Great Northern
Hamfest at theM drodome Leisure Complex, Queen Road, Barnsley, South
Yorkshire. Doors open a 1000. Featuresincludedl the usud trade stands,
component and specidist interest groups with alarge Bring & Buy.
Admission is £2.50. M ore information from Hamfest manager Ernie Bailey
GA4LUE on (01226) 716339 or mobile (07787) 546515.

* % %

If you'retraveling alongdistanceto arally, it could be worth contactingthe
organiser, by telephone or E-mail, to check al is well before setting off. We
cannot be held responsible for any information on Rallies, as this is supplied
by the organisers and is published in good faith as aserviceto readers. If you

have any queries about aparticular event, please contact the organisers direct.

* % %

More Diary Dates

Thursday 2" October 2003, Weymouth College
7:00pm (tea at 6:30) Cranford Avenue, Fleet Building, Room F129.

JET Project: Nuclear Fusion

Presented by Chris Warrick, UKAEA
Organised by Andrew Criswick: arcriswick@iee.org or 01305 212926
This lecture is sponsored by

Tuesday 21° October 2003, Salisbury College
6:30pm Main Lecture Theatre, Salisbury College.

Intellectual Property Rights
and the Engineer

Presented by John Cheek, Caterpillar Legal Services
Organised by Alan Park alpark@dstl.gov.uk 01794 301535

Thursday 23" October 2003, Weymouth College
7:00pm (tea at 6:30) Cranford Avenue, Fleet Building, Room F129.

Seeing Underwater

An acoustic alternative to active or passive sonar
Presented by Rob O’Leary, QinetiQ (Winfrith)
Organised by John Willis 01305 832176

All lectures are open to members of the public. Admission is free.
No booking necessary. For further details,
directions and future lectures browse
http://local.iee.org/dorset_swilts/seniorsiwelcome.html

Thought for the day!

Giveaman afish and hewill eat for aday. Teach him how to fish, and he
will sit in aboat and drink beer al day.




FOXWELL DESIGN
STUDIO
PORTLAND

01305 820400
carhod@breahe.com

City & Guilds
Qualified
Diplomaof Excedllence
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FORALL YOUR
CONSULTATION NEEDS
from SNGLE ROOMSto

WHOLE HOUSES

DESIGN LAYOUTS
COLOUR SCHEMES

TEACHING PAINTING
TECHNIQUES

£15.00 FIRST CONSULTATION
£5.00 PERHOUR

HELP WANTED
Two hands are better than one!
Please can you lend one or two of yours?

Dear SDRS mem bers,

I have just bought a new G5RV and need
some help putting itup on the mast.

This one is much stronger (I hope) hi hi.
So if one or two club members could come
and give a hand or two it would be greatly
appreciated by myself and my xyl.

73 Nev de Jim G7JIM

Jim can be contacted on 01300 348790

The South Dorset Radio Societies2mt netison
Monday evenings 8pm onwards.
Frequency 145.350MHz.

Also thereis now a 6mt net on Thursdays from
8pm on 51.53MHz..

Committee meetings of the SDRS
are held two weeks before each SDRS meseting

Next committee meeting Tuesday 21 October

:: GB3SD :: GB7SD :: Repeater Group AGM ::

The South Dorset Repeater Group is holding it's Annual General
Meeting at 7.30pmon Tuesday the 14th of October at the Chickerell
Church Hall. (The same venue as SDRS meetings)

All supporters and users of the Voice Repeater GB3SD and/or the Packet
Radio Node GB7SD (WEY2) will be very w elcome. A newsletter is being

sent out to SDRG members in advance of the meeting.
For further inform ation see www.gb3sd.radiouk.com
or contact the SDRG Secretary, Dave M1IOBR on 01305 835094

Registered South Dorset Radio Society Cdl Signs

G3SDS M2Z G8SDS
Conteg Call Sgn for selective conteds.

For more information on the use of these calIs,
please speak to amember of the committee.

i South Dorset Radio Society meets on the first Tuesday of every month, .
at Chickerell Church Hall, Weymouth. ~
7.30 for 8.00pm. No meeting during August.

SDRSCOMMITTEE MEMBERS oy |

I Mark Wotton MBMIKW Chairman 07789372684 DEADLINE FOR
l John Rose MOBQO Tressurer 832057 NEXT MONTH
; Carol Hodges 2E1RBH Secretary 820400 or

1 07899815984 Mobile Thursday 16th
' Richard Brokenshaw  M5RIC  Committee October

1
1
1
1
1
1
» Janet Dean 2EINRQ Committee :
1
1
1
1
1
h

Plesse ensure that |
receve your
contributions before
that date

1 Jon Illsley G2FHF Committee
j President Bill Burden G3EAT

: \Vice President Geoff Wats GOEVW

Editor & Sub-Editor
Neville Bridle M5NEV & Carol Hodges 2E1IRBH

} 134 High Sreet, WykeRegis,

3 Weymouth

i DT 4 ONT. Td: 01305 772806 New Mobile No. 07890776408
e-mail: m5nev@g3sds.org.uk

Web Site ( Courtesy of Geoff GOEVW ) www.sdrs.tk

(]

Theinformation contained in the’ Catswhisker’” whether Editorid or
Advertisements isprinted in good faith.

We cannot be held responsible for any incorrect information.

The opinions voiced in articles are not necessarily those of the Editor or
Publisher.



