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CHAPTER SXTEEN

At lagt, | had a little bresthing space and could degp in my own bed, such as it was. It
condsted of some boards on low tredtles, a pdliasse and my deeping bag. The second
morning, on waking, and after some itching and scraiching, | found that | hed acquired a
quantity of lice and flees | had a smdl quantity of duding power in my firgd-aid kit.
This helped but, no matter how much | tried, then and theredfter, eradication seemed
impossble.  After atime, dl of us were smilarly endowed and, athough we had congant
livestock hunts, it was something we al accepted and it seemed not to bother us much.

| was now committed to using the pedd charger for recharging the 6 volt battery. | tried
to get the Chetniks to do this but they soon discovered that it was easier to pedd dowly,
asit did not bring in the cut-out. | tried gesticulating, Snce nothing in my phrase book
was of any assistance, but dl to no avail. | could quite understand their reasoning, after |
hed been pedaling for half an hour. It was‘hdl’ and they were no fools.

Mladen returned after three days. Not only had he acquired a horse and pack saddle but
a0 bought asmdl bag of wheet flour, two live chickens, eggs, shee’ s milk, haricot
beans, honey and two battles of wine from the Morava Vdley, not many miles away to
the west.

So, we had quite afeast that evening and, of course, before and after the med there was
rakia. | wastreated to some Serbian Snging and dept likealog. Mladen, obvioudy a
mean of some taent, was furnished with five additiond sovereigns and sent off on the
fallowing morning, to purchase more ‘treats’

It was not long before | began to acquire asmal vocabulary of Serbian words, induding
those for bread, milk, water, beans, rifle ammunition and counting. Whet ismore, |
began to form some opinion about each of the Six individuas who made up my
bodyguard. Two, | knew, were lazy individuas and both kept out of my way in casel
found work for them. The othersignored these two and would, | was sure, berdiable
given the right crcumstances.

By the beginning of June, Roger and John were back. They had walked milesand sad
they envied the lazy time | was having.

| refrained from telling them about the pedd charger. They had made a reconnaissance
of the southern and western sides of the Bor mining complex, and reported that there was
anumber of open cast and degp mines, with many brick-built buildings They weren't
able to get doser than a couple of milesfrom the huge perimeter wirefence. There were
many pillboxes and emplacements for guns, which gppeared to be of 20 and 40 mm
cdibre. In addition, there were Sx anti-arcraft guns. They had seen many laden lorries
travelling south but it seemed asif mogt of the products went north by rail.

John said he thought it represented a formidable task for ill-armed Chetniksto attack with
any chance of success. Borovich had stated that, if hisforce of one thousand men were
properly eguipped and abombing raid by asmall number of RAF bombers was made just
before they atacked, there was a good chance of overcoming the opposition. Roger sad
that, Snce the arming would take some twenty planeloads of equipmert, aplan of this



meagnitude was unlikely to receive gpprova by Cairo, at least for the present. He was sure
that ajoint venture with the RAF would certainly not come about, as there was no
organisation dready set up to provide the co-operdive effort necessary for its success.
Both Roger and John were in agreement, and fdt that the best chance of doing something
positive was to sabotage the raillway, and ambush the road traffic in anumber of places
Thiswould be consdered in the overdl plan, when the other two targets had been
ingpected.

Meanwhile, they were pleased to know about the plane due on 16, Anticipating the
arivd of aplane, Roger had made provisond arrangements to meet Borovich, and a
dropping zone and mesting place had dready been agreed. A messenger was despatched
with anote, to give Borovich the good news together with the date and to say that we
would meet them on the day before the plane was due.

Cairo was given the map co-ordinates and the fire shape *T'. Our recognition Sgnd was
‘F, towhich they wereto reply with ‘G'. Fndly, it was decided we would move down
to the dropping area a couple of days beforehand. *How have you made out in our
absence? Roger asked. ‘Have wireless contactsbeen OK? ‘Yes,' | said. ‘I think thisisa
good location, as we re so high up. 'Y our long message was sent in four parts but, so far,
there hasn't been aresponse” ‘I’ ve another long one to send, about Bor, It'll be ready
later today, I'll give you ahand to encodeit. Now, tell me how you have been getting
aong with the Chetniks? * Three of them and Mladen, are agood bunch, but the other
two are lazy and avoid me asfar aspossble’ ‘I'll make sure they are replaced after we
recave the firg plan€ sad Roger.

‘I"'ve dammed up the stream lower down, o you'll be able to have abeth if the cold

water does't bother you.” “Well done. I'll look forward to that. How about battery
charging? Has the pedd charger worked satisfactorily? “Yes, but it is hard work, because

| was unable to get red assstance from our friends’

‘I'll get them to do their bit in future” said Roger. *Hopefully, we Il have a petrol

charger soon, s0 the physica effort won't be necessary. Is Mladen here? *No, He's out
searching. | expect him back soon. I’ ve given him another five sovereigns ‘Washe éble

to buy agood pack horse? ‘I'm afraid | know nothing about horses, but it ssemsdl right.
Mladen is obvioudy avery sengble charecter.’

Mladen returned, later in the day, with the usud mixture of ‘goodies, which earned him
the gpprovd of my two companions. Roger tried the white wine and sad it was
drinkable even though it was very young. We had spit-roasted a suckling pig for dinner,
which was pronounced ddlicious by everyone.

After dinner, when dl three of uswere rdlaxing, Roger said he had mentioned to

Borovich the subject of Partisans. At firdt, he was rductant to admit that there were any

more than afew Communists, caling themsdves Partisans, in Eastern Yugodavia® As

far as Borovich knew, there were none in our part of Serbia ‘I felt,” sad Roger, ‘he

wanted to say more but was rdluctant to discuss the matter. So, | thought it best not to
continue but, hopefully, the subject could be reopened & alaer time’

We left Lisatz afew days later; the three of us were looking forward to receiving our first

plane and the chance to gart improving the gppearance and re-arming of the Key

Brigade. We met up with Borovich, who explained that the contents of the first plane

would be digtributed amongst the Central Sub-Brigade, with whom we were & present.



Then, when we gave him details about the arriva of afurther plane, a courier would be
sent to the Danube Sub-Brigade Commander, for him to send a party to receive the
eguipment it would bring. This was necessary because the arealin which they operated
was much more open and eesily compromised.

On the afternoon of the 16™, in amood of excited anticipation, we set out for the
dropping ground, which had been sdected by Borovich in collaboration with Roger. It
was an open area on the 9de of ashdlow valley, which | thought an idedl spot. Maerid
for the fires was collected but not put out inthe ‘T’ to avoid it being seen by any passing
enamy arcraft. Asthe light began to fade, the materid was divided up into pilesand
these pileswere spaced a 50 yard intervals, and we seitled down to wait, in bright
moonlight, for the sound of the plane s engines, The plane was expected to be overhead
at about 2300, which meant that we had await of aout an hour and ahdlf.

Asthetime gpproached, dl talking ceased and we strained our ears for the sound of a
digant engine. At 0100, Roger said there would be no plane tonight. Disconsolately, we
digpersed the fire materid and started the twio-hour walk back to the place of our
encampment. There was an unusua quietness amongst the Chetniks.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Thefallowing morning, a schedule time, | made contact and a

message sad-

‘Sorry, plane developed engine trouble and had to return. Coming tonight, same
procedure.” In due course, we returned to the dropping ground. Thistime there was not
the excited chatter of the previousday. Again, a dusk, the materid for the fires was put
out and the waiting Started.



Shortly after 2300 there was ashout of avion, avion, by one of the Chetniks and, despite
ingtructions they had recaived about the procedure to be followed, the fireswerelit. The
sound of enginesincreased and before long we saw, by moonlight, the parachutes
descending. It was awonderful sght. When we thought the drop was complete, |

flashed ‘thank you' to the plane and the collection of the load commenced.

Roger had decided to adopt the same procedure as Mgor Richmond. The packages were
collected, conveyed by ox-carts and pack horses to a hiding place, where they would be
safe until we were sure the enemy hadn't sent out a seerch party and it was convenient to
open and digribute the contents. We then returned to our camp.

The next day, Roger decided thet, in future, either he or John would go with meto
recelve the plane, and the one that didn’t go for the reception would be respongble for
opening and digtributing the equipment. However, Snce thiswas our firgt reception, they
would both go for the opening on the following day. Thiswould alow me the morning
for sending and recaiving any messages.

o, the following morning, Borovich and aband of his excited followers set out with
Roger and John to the hiding place. John told me afterwards thet, on the way, there was
much discussion about who was having what in the way of wegpons. In due course, they
returned to camp and | saw by the look on Roger’ s face that something was wrong.
Apparently, there had been agood quantity of rifles, Sten guns, two light machine guns
and aplentiful supply of ammunition.

However, dl the battle- dress uniforms were made for midgets and the desperately needed
bootswere dl szefive and six. The only thing Roger could say wasthat it gppeared
some quarter-master had decided to dear out his stores of dl dothing thet was too smdll
for British troops and we had been the unlucky recipients.

He composed a message expressing hisanger and said it was vitaly important, to restore
morde, for afurther ddivery of larger uniforms and boots to be made urgently. He
gpologised to Borovich for the blunder and said the maiter would be put right as soon as
possible. | felt sorry for Roger because it was important that he held astrong hand in
negotiating with Borovich. | sent the message the following morning and in the evening
came the reply saying they were sorry about the dip-up and would be sending another
plane the next day. Thisinformation was conveyed to Borovich and the Stuation eased
somewhét.

After our mid-day med, John and | sat out with the Lieutenant and a party of twelve
Chetniks for the same dropping ground. The reduction in excitement was noticegble.
The plane arrived, the equipment was received and despatched to the hiding place. On
our return to camp, an anxious Roger was told of the safe receipt and he went back to
deegp in abetter frame of mind.

The ams and dothing in this second plane were much more up to expectations, and
morae improved forthwith. What ismore, afurther plane was definitely scheduled to



comethe next night. Detalls of a different dropping ground, firesin theform of an ‘H’
and recognition sgnals were passed to Cairo.

Unfortunately, there was insufficient time for the Danube Sub-Brigade party to be present
at the drop zone, but Borovich assured the Danube Sub-Brigade members that the
packages would not be opened until they were present. This, he said, would prevent
jedlousy arigng within the Brigade. Once again, the equipment was received and

hidden.

In due course, the Danube sub-brigade troops arrived.

What adifference there was between them and our own scruffy

friendd Their appearance wastidy, they were clean shaven and their two officers, onea
Captain and the other an Air Force Lieutenant, wore uniforms thet were recognisable as
such. The Lieutenant, | soon discovered, spoke French; and, at lagt, | was ableto have
something of aconversation with aSerb. His name was Zika Rigtich, he told me, and he
was married with three children. He was apilot and had been sationed near Belgrade
when the Germans atacked Yugodavia Their arcraft, without any warning, had been
destroyed on the ground in a pre-emptive strike that took place before the Germans
bombed Belgrade, so he had not been able to take part in any action.

He said he was partly Jewish and had moved with hiswife and family into the country, to
avoid contact with the Germans. He had left hiswife and children in the care of her
parents and joined the Chetniks.

For some time, he said, it had looked as though the might of the German army would
preval. But when they invaded Russia, he was sure we would fight on and, in the end,
secure victory. He felt that our presence and the equipment they had cometo collect
dlowed aglimmer of hope, because Britain was not yet defested and he felt confident
thet, led by Mr Churchill, we would secure victory.

Our presence was a demondration of this beginning to happen. He inggted on giving me
hismetd pilot’s badge, to show his persond gratitude. | was a bit bewildered by this
gesture, because | knew the badge means agreet ded to apilot. 1t was probably the one
he received when he had qudified for hislicence. | thanked him and sad | would
treasureit.

It was on such occasons asthisthat | felt what we were doing was worthwhile,
Unfortunately, there was nothing | could think of thet | had which would metch his
generogity but, suddenly, | remembered the soveragns and gave him one. At firs he
refused to accept it but, on my ingstence, he became tearful. He asked when we would
be vigting their territory. | said | fdt sureit would be soon but could not say when.
They departed later and, | must say, | watched them disappear with some regret.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

‘ Asthere won't be any more planesfor usin June,’ said Roger, ‘ Our next task isto have
a look a the River Danube. Before we cameto Yugodavia, Mgor Richmond did some
research work on navigation in this huge river and the type of tugs and lighters used to



convey war materias to the South and Gil from Floiesti in Romaniato the North. Apart
from locks, which Richmond thought might be heavily defended, there are a number of
places where movement of vessdsislimited to anarrow channel dueto shingle banks.
He thought there might be a possibility for asmall force of armed men with rifles
meachine guns and 20mm cannons to get close enough to theriver to Sink or serioudy
damage atug in these narrows o that the barges became uncontrolled and blocked the
channd. So, we'll carry out arecce with the Danube Brigade to find out if theré sa
location, in their area, that suits these requirements. The course of the river flows
through flatter land which is more populated. This means we may have to acquire
cvilian dothesin order to mix with people who are not ‘woodsmen’ (the word used by
ordinary civiliansto describe the Chetniks). The wirdless set would prove a hindrance if
we have to adopt thisaction. Thismeansyou'll return to Lisatz, Ted Areyou happy
about that? ‘Yes if I'm not to accompany you | think it'sagood place for meto be’

‘Before we separate,’ continued Roger, ‘I'd like to have a chat about the future. - Do you
agree tha the Chetniksin this area are less well armed and clothed than we expected and
they would not be able to offer much resstance if attacked.” We agreed with this
assessment.

* The number of servicesble aircraft available to MO4 and able to reach us with a payload
of threetons, will not be sufficient to build up the Chetniks, in our territory, into a
fighting force able to carry out aggressve operations before the end of the year. We will
adopt an dternative policy. Thiswill beto carry out *hit and run’ atacks such asthe one
we are planning for the Danube. In addition ther€ Il probably be sabotage of the railway
line, north of Bor and the ambush of lorries on the road going south out of Bor. Of course
this Stuation could change overnight if those respongible for the * Grand Plan’ thought

Y ugodaviaworth conddering, if only, in adiversonary role

‘To befrank, | think those respongble for MO4 are having to run the organisation on a
‘shoe-gring’ in order that thosein ‘high places can say they are doing their best to
comply with Churchill’ srequest. | have the feding, sometimes, that we are abit of asde
show!” ‘Yes’ agreed John ‘there is something peculiar about the way the organisation is
being run. When thisis added to the difficulty in redly underdanding whet it isthe
Chetniks are seeking to achieve | don't see how we can think about the future unless
thereisan agread plan of action. | think we should do our best to find out how much
effort the Chetniks are putting into the preparation for ressting the increasing strength of
the Partisans and how this affects ther willingnessto resst the Germans’”

‘As Robinsisthe only Senior Executivein Cairo,” continued Roger, ‘it’s obvious thet a
Board or Committee in London isredly running the show. Following our chat I'm going
to compose amessage to Robins that will ask some very pointed questionsto which |
expect adirect answer. Now, | will arrange with Borovich to provide us with an escort to
the Danube Brigade. The recce of the railway North of Bor will be done during the
month of August.’”  Looking a John, Roger continued, ‘I'll dso ask if you're any nearer
getting your Wirdess Operator.” ‘What'sthisdl about.” | asked. ‘I'm sorry,” said
Roger, ‘We decided not to mention that John had only agreed to come with me as second



in command due to the shortage of wirdess operators. When one becomes available he
will move South and gart anew teritory.” *Oh! Thank you for teling me’ | sad witha
hint of irony. For afew secondsthere was sllence. ‘1 redlly must get amessageto
Richmond suggesting we have amedting early next month,” continued Roger, ‘to
compare his assessment of the Stuaion with ours. 1sn't it possblefor youto st up a
communicaion link with Gordon? he said looking a me.

“When | wasworking in the Wirdess Section in Cairo | asked if therewas an
arrangement for communication between the Missons. | wastold that it had been tried
but as al the sets were operated as mobiles ad on the move a unpredictable times the
fixing of regular schedules hed proved ineffective. | was aso told thet Cairo would only
act asalink for passing messages between Missonsin cases of emergency

because it overloaded the sysem. The only way would be to have a controlling Sation
through whom dl the others could work. If the Chetnik organisation becomes co-
ordinated properly with the MO4 Missionsin a supporting role then it would become
necessary to have awirdess network with a controller. When we next see Gordon Porter
I"ll discuss with him the setting up of aweekly scheduled time for usto seeif it works
just between our two gations. 1t means we will need two new paperbacks. | wouldn't
like there to be another copy of the one | usefor messagesto Cairo to be with someone
edseinthefidd.” ‘Ask Caro to send two books as soon as possible’ said Roger. ‘Yes,
catanly’ | sad.

‘While we re on the subject of wirdess contact, | wastalking to Zika Ristich from the
Danube Brigade,” and asked about wirdless communication between Chetnik Brigades
He sad it was abit of ajoke because the equipment was so antiquated, unrdiable and all
run from dry betteries which were difficult to replace. Communication was very much a
hit or miss affar and the operators didn’t bother keegping regular schedules. Can you ask
Borovich if we can see hiswirdess set-up, maybeit'll help to know the true pogtion.”
‘YesI'll ask him.

Now, John and | will be rgjoining the Centrd Brigade and following our discussonswith
Borovich | will send you anote, by courier, with details about the outcome and
information to pass on to Cairo. | will take coding details to encode the message before
being given to the courier.

When | was once more at Lisaiz and made wireless contact, there were anumber of
messageswaiting. | recaived these and could see that, with the very long message Roger
had handed me on our departure, | had agrest dedl of coding and decoding to do. | did
the decoding first in case therewas anything of an urgent nature.

Thefirg was an answer to Roger’ s origind long message. It gave alot of facts and
figures about Bor. The mine was British owned and

managed by the company’ s own employees prior to the war and

included some German gaff. The British had |eft at the outbresk of war in September
1939. Apparently, Roger had dready been told that there was a draft plan for an attack
on Bor to be conddered as part of adiversonary operation prior to the mgor atack on
manland Europe. Theimportance of Bor and the River Danube was such tha they were
conddering sending an Obsarver and Wirdess Operator whose sole job would be to



report the daily activity carried on a these two targets. Roger was asked for his
comments.

The poor gate of the Chetnik organisation had been reported, by others, on anumber of
occasons and, we weretold MO4 wasdoing all it could to improve the Stugtion.
However it was not congdered of high priority by the Eisenhower HQ. Wasthere any
possibility of us buying wegpons from the enemy as was currently being donein Itay?

We were scheduled to recaive four arcraft in July. Induded with the cargo would be a
Wireless Operator for Captain Hanbury and a Mission of two who would be going to
Romania. A second message asked for Roger’ s comments on the possibility of receiving
a Polish Officer who would be engaged in creeting the Southern end of an escgpe route
for Polish politicians who were favourably digposed to Western culture and might form
part of apostwar government. There was another message which gpologised for falling

to include areplacement charging motor. One had been packed but obvioudy dropped to
the wrong Misson. Without fail there would be one on the first planein July.

The dog on the pedd charger and the coding of Roger’ s mammoath Stuation report kept
me busy for anumber of days. One afternoon, | was taking arest in the shade of the
trees, when adisturbing incident occurred. | became aware of the sound of anengine. A
minute or two later | saw, coming over thetop of ahill, aFesder Storch light arcrft.
Thistype of dowmoving plane was normdly usad for observing atillery fire. | had seen
them used by the Germansin North Africaand, & thet time, we had been told that
Romme had one for his own persond trangport so they wereto be targeted if seen during
our drafing missons. After the plane hed disappeared | redlised it had flown on adirect
course S0 had not been observing us. I it had been and seen us, I'm sureit would have
crced. The Chetniks had said nothing to us about spotter planes so, perhapsthiswas
something new. If, in the future, the Storch was to be used to assist the ground forcesit
would help to overcome the advantage of conceelment we had by the use of the foredt. |
would ask Roger to tdl the Chetniks to make an effort to keep the surrounding to the
cottagestidy to help prevent our presence being noticed from the arr.



FIESELER F 156C "STORCH"

Fiesder Fil56C ' Storch'!
USAF Museurn

The arigind "Storch, (German for sork), was designed in 1936, in Germany, by Dr.
Gerhard Fiesdler, and played an important role for

the Luftwaffe in the Second World War as a reconnaissance utility

and personne carrying arcreft.
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